




                
 
 
Stage 1: Social Innovation funding 
Befriending Services for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children in Scotland  




1. The	Social	 Innovation	 Fund	 supports	 collaborative	 partnerships	 between	 third	 sector	 or	 social	 economy	
organisations	 and	 research	 institutions	 to	 develop,	 test	 and	 scale	 up	 new	 ideas	 and	 solutions	 to	 tackle	
poverty	and	disadvantage.	The	Fund	is	designed	around	a	three-stage	pipeline	approach	to	social	innovation	







































































































































































































































































































































































young	people	 it	was	 important	 to	have	different	opportunities	 to	verbalise	or	put	 their	 trauma	 into	
words	either	through	individual	interaction	or	group	activities.	Young	people	needed	individuals	to	be	
available	to	them	to	listen	and	offer	comfort	(Hopkins	and	Hill,	2010;	Sutton	et	al,	2006).	Group	situa-
























































































those	 living	 in	more	rural	 locations	where	they	may	be	the	only	person	from	their	country	of	origin.	



























42. Furthermore,	 those	 interviewed	often	mentioned	the	pressures	placed	on	the	Scottish	Guardianship	
Service	and	the	Guardians:	‘Over-worked	and	have	way	too	many	cases’	and	‘They	provide	a	‘super	hu-

































































































discussed.	 In	rural	areas	where	the	young	person	might	be	 living	 in	a	more	rural	 location,	telephone	



































































































































64. The	 literature	on	befriending	 in	other	contexts,	and	the	 interviews	and	focus	groups	for	this	scoping	
study,	 identified	a	number	of	potential	challenges	to	setting	up	a	successful,	sustainable	Befriending	





































































volunteer	 coordinators	 and	 staff,	 covering	administrative	and	advertisement	 costs,	 and	 covering	ex-
penses	incurred	by	volunteers	such	as	liability	insurance	and	transportation.	Changes	in	the	lives	of	vol-
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